By cbe Pencarcb Norcon Margraeve

FoundacroNs

A prefrace 1s thbe momenNc to sec the scales o memory and ducy.

This every cbronicler of lIneage must kvow.

To underscand a noble house one must First depiNe 1ITs True measure.

JT 1s NOT land, Nor levy, Nor che gleam oF 1Ts arms.

Jc 1s tbe sum of voices carried througb Time,

the web of obligacions that bind oNe generatioM To the MexT,

and cbe sileut weigbc of cboices thac ecbo long arcer cbe band bas closed tbe

cbarcer.

A Dhouse arises wbeN 1Ts FouNders Forge a coveNaNT of remembrance—

NOT IM Temples oF marble, but 1N the quieT arcbives oF mind and ledger.

Tbey pledge o guard the Nnames of porebears, To upbold the ducies they
bequeach,

and To accepc tbe burdeM oF consequeNce That galls like asb upon every beir.

JM Tbe Year of Thbe Sun 421 Y.S,, my brocber accepced the Rite ofF Preservacion—
the Mext ik 1IN an unbroken cbaiv o Arcbdukes since our progemicor First drew
cbarcer.~

be became the senctinel o all tbat bad come befpore, pixed 1M Form yec alive 1M

purpose.

The second Ink—my owN uNexpected turMINg—was uNrecorded by precedenc.
No scroll bore 1Ts NOTIce; No bell colled 1Ts arrival. Yec ic, Too, alcered cbe
paccern.

For a house 1s noTt wbole unzcil every strand or 1Tts bond 1s accounced.

This volume does Mot seek To argue the rigbteousness ofF our rices.

Jc does noc plead For admiracion, NOr [ameNT regrec.

Jc ofpfFers, 1N deliberace sequence, the stoNes OF our pouNdacion:

bow eacb Arcbduke was cbosen, bow eacbh name passed the corceb,

and bow each curmng resbaped cbhe sbape of our live.

JFr cbese pages yield claricy, leT Tbe reader earm Ic.

Sbould underscanding arise, leT 1T stand oM the screngch of record, NoT flourisb.

No luxury of rbecoric obscures the ledger‘s cruch:

that a house endures only so [ONT A@s ITS MEMOry remaiNs unbrokew,

1cs ducies acknowledged, and 1Ts consequences embraced.

here, tbhew, 1s Tthe beZINNING—NOT OF JusTIFIcATION, but OF reckoMINg.

May those wbo rollow Find 1IN these pages cbhe pinal cruch of bouse Margraeve,
and know wbere ©o place tbeir ownN peec upoM the dust of cencuries.
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Line o) SuccessioN

A Noble house endures by the names 1T eNsbrines. N Tthese anmals, eacb Arcbduke
1s less a maN than a rFulcrum—anN axis arouNd wbicbhb ducy and memory curN. They
are recorded bere 1M the deliberace ecoNomy of lineage, that the pactcerN of our
stewardsbip may remain unbroken througb the coming storm.

Thbe laws of our Noble house’s succession bave remained unalcered fFor seven
cencuries. They are:

€hgibilicy
ANy direct male-line descendanc o ©be lace Arcbduke wbo 1s ac leasc 21 years
old and has racbered a hiving male beir 1s ehgible For successioM.

AmonNg those ehgible, the youngest shall become the nexTt Arcbduke unless
declared unpic o rule by tbhe Pencarcbh of Nergal.

Tbhe new Arcbduke then undergoes che sacred Rices of Preservacion, binding
bim as the immorcal sceward o Margraeve-Ouskbaven.

Jmpervious To deach prom nacural causes as they may bave been, deach bas
always bad a way of caccbing up To our avcestors. Wbhac rollows 1s a briep
overview of the Arcbdukes of bouse Margraeve:

Born-
Arcbduke Adied

Y.So

ReignM
Y.So

Final Oecach Nocable Accs

First co draw tbe Cbharcer of Qusc;
Cundred secured the Wicbering Fields agaiusc
010-112 032-112 JImmolaced
Margraeve Sea-€If vcursion; esctablisbed the Rice

OF Preservacion.

ANNe xed the cownsbip of Quskbavew;
harald escablisbed noN-agression pact wich
090-209 112-209 Lost ac Sea
Margraeve the Owarven UMioN; Formalized bouse

SUCCECSSION rITES.

Rebuilc Ald Margraeve’s eascernd

Symon ctower; legalized the Margraeve-
Y 160-315 209-315  Crusbed 5 €S S
Margraeve Quskbaven uNiON; sponsored
consTruccioN of the Black Pagoda.
€scablisbed the cownsbips or Verdanc
Tob Acres, Mong harrad; expanded Ald
obias
290-121 315-421 Assassinaced Margraeve o pully concrol che
Margraeve

norchern pass of the Ungohd
MounNcains.



Long period of stabilicy; Jmproved

diplomacic relations wich Azure;
€zekiel

382-... 3421-753 - parcicipaced v the baccle o Ald
Margraeve

Margraeve 1M 754 Y.S; played a pivocal
role N The repugee crisis op 773 Y.S.

The veccor of each Archduke’s ctenure 1s rendered as a sequence of stace
accions—decrees promulgaced, accords racipied, bacclemencs boch erecced and
relinquisbed-drawn exclusively prom the Margraeve Cbhrowmicles, the Annmals o
Ald Margraeve, and The duergar Ledger (207 Y.SH.

Cundred Margraeve (o10-112 Y.S,; reigN 032-112 Y.S.) Born o10 Y.S,, Cundred
assumed tbhe naugural Arcbducal mancle upon racipicaciod of the Charcer of
Oust (032 Y.S.). Over eight decades be executed Operacion Scourge (050-058
Y.S., expelling Tbe last Sea-€Ir enclaves From the Wicbering Fields, and
iNsticuced the Rite of Preservaciod (ors Y.S.) o bind bis lineage 1M perpecual
vigilance. In bis Fival year be codipied the Charcer 1cself—TraNspormiNg
SUCCESSION INTO aM uNbroken pacriliveal ordinance—berore perisbing 1a cbhe Creac
Cascle Fire (112 Y.S.), a coNplagracion traced To a stray brazier.

harald Margraeve (090-209 Y.S,; reign 112-209 Y.S.) barald, youNgest surviving
soM ofF Gundred, acceded by Cbharcer decree (112 Y.S.). bis admiMisTtracion anne xed
Ouskbaven (113 Y.S.), standardized Tax regiscers, and inv 130 Y.S. inscribed
primogenNiTure stacuces INTo house Law. Stracegic alliance pollowed: a NOM-
aggressioN Ttreacy wich the Owarven UwmionM (140 Y.S.) secured cricical Timber and
ore, while combived maneuvers (160 Y.S.) reinporced Margraeve’s coascal
derewnses. barald vamisbed without crace off the newly commissioned warsbip
Valoria (209 Y.S.), bis pace surrendered co tbhe mercurial sea.

Symon Margraeve (160-315 Y.S,; reign 209-315 Y.S.) Symon, already racber and
beir ac bis pacber’s disappearance, inbericed tbe ducal crown (209 Y.S.) and
immediacely refpormed Councy Councils (210 Y.S.) wich bienmial pivancial audics.
he granced guild cbarcers 1in Verdant Acres (225 Y.S.), cacalyzing Trade, and
oversaw cthe reinporcemenct of Ald Margraeve’s eascern cower (240 V.S
ASAINST MOUNTAIN INCUrsION. SpoMsorsbip of the Black Pagoda (250 Y.S.) secured
a permanent Pencarcbal seac v Quskbaven—and yec 1M 315 V.S, a rockpgall 1in Tbhe
Ungolid range encombed bis caravawm, bis remains deemed irrecoverable.

Tobias Margraeve (290-#21 Y.S,; reigy 315-421 Y.S.) Tobias, prepared wich an beir
berore accession, direcced cerricorial expansioM: be cbarcered Verdanc Acres as
a selp-goverMing cownsbip (316 Y.S.) and escablisbed Mowng harrad as a customs
porc (350 Y.S.), capcuriNg maricime caripfs. he commissioned a chaiv o coascal



waccbhbzowers (330 Y.S.) and conduccted joint anci-piracy drills wich Azureanm
Frigaces (400 Y.S.). his tenure ended abrupcly v 121 V.S, pelled by an assassiN’s
cursed dagger—perpecracor UMKNOWN.

€zekiel Margraeve (382 Y.S. - presenc ) €zekiel Margraeve’s accessioN IN 421
Y.S. marked the commencement oF a remarkably enduring scewardsbip under the
Charcer. Over tbhe ensuing chree cencuries, bis admiMviscracion negociaced a
durable accord wich Azure, direcced cbhe ducal levy ac tbe Baccle o Ald
Margraeve (754 Y.S.), and orcbescraced the mass relief oF some 72,000 displaced
persons IN 773 Y.S. Dis iIncumbenNcy conTinues; the Arcbducby’s prospeccs once bis
Tenure concludes remain, as yec, unresolved.

@ hapter I1

The Rices ofF PreservacionN

JT 1S a cOmmON miscoNcepTION amoNg the univiciated that The Rices of
Preservacion serve merely o porescall decay. Iy cruch, 1T 1s Ttbe crucible cbrougb
wbicbh the cemporal auchboricy ofF bhouse Margraeve 1s crausmuced INTo ecernal
stewardsbip. The Rice does Mot preserve the body For 1ts owN sake, buc To
susTain the coNTiNuITy OF governance beyond che conpiNes o morcal ipe. The
process commenNces Not ac deach, buc 1M lipe. UpoN Tthe INvesTiTure ofF ad
Arcbduke, a period of INTrospecctive preparacioN begiNs—and incerNalizaTioN of
ducy and a decacbment prom corporeal discraccions. This medicacive praccice
serves to aligy the Arcbduke ‘s coNsciousNess with the immucable qualicies op
tbe Cbarcer.

Jc 1s a paradox of our order thac tbe fplesb wbicb bears the Arcbducal visage
must 1Tselr be engineered For endless puncTion. I Margraeve-Ouskbaven we call
this the Ricte of Living PreservacioNn—aN embdalming NoT fFor sepulcber buc por
SOVEreIgNTy.

Upown transicion, the corpse 1s submerged v nacroN-iMpused spriNg wacer, drawn
rrom tbe bidden veins beneach Quskbaven. Iu Tthis immersioN the remuancs of
morcalicy are scripped away, leaving oNly the vessel thac will bear the
Arcbduke’s will. Nexc, througb a slender ncision below the lept peccoral, the
liver, lungs, scomach, and incestives are excracced and desiccaced 1M powdered
NacroN. €ach 1s anoinced wich balsam of juMiper and cedar-gum, then incerred v
leaded urns engraved wichb Charcer runes. The bearc remains undiscurbed-ics
rbyctbmic ecbo essenzial To ancbor the hiving dead.

A copper probe, cooled 1N magNecTice oil, peNecraces the lept Nostril To soFTeM
and excracc cbe cramial mass. The braid’s subscance 1s suspended in an amber
colloid suprused wich prankincense and myrrb ©o preserve chougbc-paccern
coberence. This elixir 1s thenm reivpused INTo Tbe cramal vaulc, eNsuring the
Arcbduke’s memory-endurance. The evisceraced porm 1s packed wich layers of
Flax, salc and powdered bowne. €ach layer 1s sealed with a glaze of pive resin and



byssop extracc, then lept To cure beneach slow-burmng clouds ofF 1ncense. Forcy
days of tbis alcbemical macuriNg render tbe flesb boch supple and impervious To
decay.

At dawwn, the Arcbduke’s blood 1s excbanged. A calculaced draw of vicae 1s
replaced drop-por-drop wich an elixir o myrrb, salc, and discillaces of rosemary.
This excbange sctancbhes pucreraccion and iMvites the spiric ©o reclamm 1Ts Form.

Ownce complece, the Arcbduke rises To council. his gaic 1s measured; bis sigbhc
uNclouded by the roc tbac plagues lesser undead. be walks tbe balls op Ald
Margraeve, the Rice suscaimnNg bis domimioN o dust and ducy, a iviNg Fulerum
IN the unbroken cbaiv o bis bouse.

Jc musc be recogmzed that the Rice of LiviNg Preservacion was devised rFor the
Arcbducal porm, buc 1ts privciples exteNnd thbrougb every stracum or Margraeve
sociecy—each adapced o stacion and Necessity wichouc diluting the Covenanc
or Memory.

At eacbh Pencarcbal sbrive, newly transpormed clerics undergo cbhe Licany. Therr
rlesb 1s cleansed 1N coNsecraced salcwacer bepore a slender thoracic INCISION
permics the removal of visceral organs. These are puripied M iInen bundles
layered wich powdered cinnamon and Nacron, thed replaced by poucbes of resin.
Thbe cramal ecbher 1s stabilized Ttbrougb inbalacion of disctilled myrrb vapors
racber chbawm invasive hiquepaccioM. Bandages of ron-belixed rlax bind cbe Form,
eacb bearivg a siNgle glypb of service. Thbe resulc 1s a cleric wbose mind remains
lucid and wbose body, thbougb szill To all appearance morcal, requires NO succor
From the hiving.

Lesser Opricials and Cuildmascers. In the Couwncil halls and Mercbanc’s Cuild, ctbe
Rice 1s abbreviaced. Organs are desiccaced v communal ovens, eacb vessel
marked by ctbe appropriace cbarcer seal; tbe cramal cbamber receives a chbarged
bead of pive-gum elxir racber Tthan pull remvpusion. LineNn wraps—dyed v Tbhe
bouse colors oF mercbant or magisctrace—secure the Form, INterwoven wich
mecallic cthreads drawn From recycled coin. This ecoONOmMY OF process preserves
essenNcial Faculties—memory of ledger, nuance oF law—wbile ranTing coNTINUITY
OF OFFICce.

Common Arcisans and YeomenN. For the bouse’s peasancry and crapcspolk, the
Rice 1s purcbher discilled inco the Communal €mboldeming. Villagers gacher ac cbe
year’s end beneach the Arcbducal banner; bodies are anoinced v a siNgle pass of
NacronN-salc slurry, organs removed eN masse and composced nco ley gardens.
Thbe bead recerves oMly a surpace swaching of resiv-impreguaced bandage,
preserving organmic thougbt chrougb collective memory cablecs laid 1M tbe earch.
Liccle else 1s done To impede decay. IM This pasbion, tbe labor porce endures.

Ju each case, the Rice’s variancs upbold the same axiom: thac NoO strand of
service may be severed; MO stacion lefpt To lapse inco oblivion, and ©bac all ives
ac oNe poiNT or anocher end 1n Tthe Facber’s sweec embrace.
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The Reamnmmacor’s Code

Lec 1t be known thac che sacred arc of reanmimacion, encruscted o the disciples
of Nergal, shall be governed by this Code, thac its poteNcy may serve che Isles
wicthout descending Inco abominatioNn. These Arcicles stand as boundary,
eNsuriNg cbac the rescless dead labor 1M ordered service racber cthan wander as
unruly spirics. Lec these Arcicles depine the bounds wichin wbicbh the dead serve
JPocencace and Pencarcbhy.

Arcicle |: Licensing and Oversigbc
No reaMimmacioN sball occur wicbout a Pencarcbal Wric or LiceNce of the
Quskbaven Cencre. UnMlicensed rices nullipy all claim co service and incuar

immediace ceNsure.

Arcicle Jl: PreparacioN o the Remains

€acb corpse must undergo evisceracion, desiccacion, and anoinTINg with
coNsecraced saltcs. OmISSION Or INCOIreCcT € XEeCUTION OF aNy step yields an
unsctable bost—wbich mustc be destroyed ac pirstc animacion.

Arcicle Ill: Binding and Quracion

No less than cbhree binding glypbs—crown, bearc, and spine—sball Fix Ttbe spiric co
the rorm. AMimacioN sbhall last NO more than sevency days uNless reNewed by
idencical rice.

Arcicle JV: Spbere of Service

Reammmaced individuals may labor v bearch and gield or depend bearch and ball.
Thbey sball noT bear weapons or leave thbeir assigyued ground without express
Pencarchal command or as parc of eMlistimeNt 1N the Arcbducby’s Negalice
CONTINGENCT.

Arcicle V: Registry of the Recurned

€very INvocdacioN must be recorded: name, daces of deacb and recurwm, and
binding coordinaces. FalsipicacioN of records will be prosecuced To the excenT of
iINdeINITe INCArceracion.

Arcicle V]: disposal of Failures
Rices thac collapse mid-process are o be incerred. No parc may deparc cbose
walls; violactors answer por tbe breach.

Arcicle V]I: CompassioNace Release
A reamimaced soul may pecitioN For FiNal resc. Individuals can apply cbroughb
writTteN appeal To the Pencarcb or Nergal.

Arcicle VIII: Probibicion op Trade

Reamimaced servaMcs are NoT commodicies. Sale, lease, or TraMsEer To ForeigN
powers 1s a violacioN of the Code and will be prosecuced co the e xceNt OF
iNdepINITe INcArceracioN.
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OnN che Scace o) che Arcbduchy

Jc 1s observed thac the conclusion of the Baccle o Ald Margraeve yielded a
tenuous accord. Thougb the hegemony of Silc bad incroduced gunpowder
deliverables—a novel vector of desctruccion—cbeir adopcion collided wich the
enduring resilieNce oF Nergalice shock comTingencs. The calculus oF occupacion
tbus Favoured rescrainc: purcber peMecracioN risked sTrategic overe XxTeMsIoN,
exposINg Silt co third-parcy ncursions. Consequencly, SiltiaN Forces redirecced
thbeir projeccioN o power cowards che Caldwell domiNion, relinquisbing direcc
claim on Margraeve-Quskbaven. The resulcanc demograpbic displacemenc
Funneled Tens ofF thousands of civilian refugees INco the domains of Quskbavew
and Verdanc Acres, several esctablisbing semi-permaneNt babicacions witbin che
Wicbering Fields.

ConNcemporary assessmenNc INdicaces thac che morcal census wichin Margraeve
jurisdiccion bas since exceeded agrarian yield capacicy. Arable acreage Now
Favors the proliFeracioN of Noxious FuNgi above cereal culTivacion, rendering
subsistemMce Tenuous. Yec survival persiscs, diccaced by absence of sanccuary
elsewbere.

Tbe Mecromancic praxis preseNTs aN operacioNal remedy: the TtraMsicioN Of
malnourisbed subsisteNce umMits INTto Nergalice wards would ameliorace caloric
defgicics and preserve labour capacicy. Tbhe undead, by degpivicion, subsisc
wichout alimeNTary requiremenNc—a logisctical coNsTtaNT IN the managemeNt of
scarce resources.

hapter A%
Conclusion

LeT nO cbrowmicler presume this To be a cestamenNt o criumpb. As tbe lasct line 1s

laid, one must acknowledge the paradox ac the bearc of our covemanc: IN sealiNg
memory agaiNst oblivion, we coNpess 1Ts Fragilicy. For dust will claimm marble, ink
will pade, and even the most steadrasc ledger may one day yield To silence.

€veN memory 1s morcal. Qust reseccles; voices ade 1nTo sileNce. WbeN the lasc
Arcbduke Takes the Rice of Oeparcure, and cbe Charcer slips From hiving band To
waicing ledger—wbac endures?

Ouly tbe reckomMing OF deeds.

Sbould house Margraeve one day stand nO more...

...may 1cs dusc scill speak.



